432                               The clergy

greater part of the once free peasant population had become dependent
upon ecclesiastical and lay authorities, while the former slaves raised
themselves indeed to a position of greater freedom than they had enjoyed
before, but were still extremely dependent.

There was from the first another class of the community, composed of
the clergy, although it was not so sharply divided from the rest of the
people as it became in the later Middle Ages. The Christian faith was
brought into Bohemia in the first half of the ninth century; and from
the end of that century, after the Bohemian prince Bofivoj had received
baptism at the hands of the Moravian Archbishop Methodius (about
880), it has at least the exterior semblance of a Christian country. Most
of the members of the royal family were distinguished above all others
for their zeal for Christianity: Bofivoj')s wife, Saint Ludmila (ob. 9S1),
and their grandson, Prince Wenceslas the Saint (ob. 929), are especially
notable for this. So in the beginning of the tenth century the first
Christian churches sprang up in Bohemia, and foreign priests sent from the
neighbouring German dioceses came to spread the Christian faith among
the people. Bohemia was first raised to the position of an independent
diocese by the foundation of the bishopric of Prague (973-974),
which was the joint work of the Bohemian Duke Boleslav II (967-999)
and of the German Emperors Otto I and Otto II. Besides Bohemia, a
considerable part of Poland, which was at that time united to Bohemia,
and probably Moravia and western Slovakia also, formed a part of this new
bishopric, which was placed under the jurisdiction of the Archbishop of
Mayence. When, however, all Polish territory was severed, not only from
Bohemia but also from the diocese of Prague, while a separate bishopric
was set up at Olomouc (Olmiitz) (about 1063) for Moravia, soon after that
country had been finally united with Bohemia by Duke, afterwards King
Vratislav, the ecclesiastical authority of the Bishop of Prague was in future
confined to Bohemia alone. About the time of the foundation of the
bishopric of Prague, there appear in Bohemia the two first monasteries ot
the Benedictine Order, one for women (St George at Prague about 967),
the other for men (in Bfevnov near Prague about 992); and these were
followed by a number of other monasteries in Bohemia and Moravia.
Endowed with rich estates, these old monasteries were among the most
important economic factors in the country. Bohemia has to thank them
above all for the knowledge of large-scale agriculture as it was carried on
in Western Europe.

The position of these ecclesiastical establishments and of the clergy
generally was originally by no means so independent and so self-sufficient
as it became in the later Middle Ages. The Church was, on the contrary,
entirely dependent on the lay authority. The will of the sovereign decided
appointments to both the sees, even though the bishops received consecra-
tion from the Archbishop of Mayence and investiture from the Emperor.
Similarly, too, the abbots of the monasteries founded by the sovereign